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SOMOS CUNY, SOMOS EL FUTUR

by: Anthony Maniscalco

In this umque article, Anthony Mamiscalco, the director of the CUNY
Edward T. Rogowsky (ETR) Internship Program m Government and
Public Affairs, talks about the new CUNY imtiative -- Somos CUNY -- that

g 1. ] ] R
SCrVes Lo empower and mspire Latmo students who wish fo pursie careers in
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polthics, aw, ¢ government

The CUNY ETR Internship Program provides students at all levels the
opportunity to learn by doing in government othces and non-governmental

organizations, with an

New York State Assembly, His colleague, Senator Gustavo Rivera, served
tor many years as a Model Senate Project Faculty Member, while studying
at CUNY. He was also elected to the New York State Senate in 2010,

The Somos CUNY
Assemblyman Felix Ortiz and CUNY, inspired by 13 years of student
learning in the CUNY Model Senate Project

a teature of the annual SOMOS Conterence in Albany cach year, and the

Summer  Internship Program  was  created by
The Model Senate has been
\;;n,t| has been to promote leader ~.|11|~ in New York. Following their intensive

traming program in the Model Senate, students import their knowledge to

the district otfices of State

emphasisonlegislative pohicy
making and  community
service In particular, we
try to serve CUNY students

who are traditionally

Lllhit'l1('}‘:\'\1‘:1“\1 mn
government and public

affairs, so that they can learn

how to serve their own

communities. | myself am a
graduate of CUNY ( Brooklyn
College) and my mother 15
from Puerto Rico, so | am
excited to expand learning
of

students the public process

ortunities  and  show

at work. | have served as
Director of the Program for
10 years, following 10 years as
a Political Science instructor
One of my Constitutional
Law students at CUNY, M
Ernesto Malave, Jr, came
to the Program many years
ago from John Jay College.
He continues to assist me
in delivering these unique
learning experiences to
students tfrom Latino and

Hispanic communities.

Ihe new Somos CUNY Summer Internship Program grew out of the CUNY
Model New York State Senate Session Project, a legislative learning program
created by the City University of New York 13 years ago. The Model Senate
trains over 60 students ecach year, preparing them to debate and vote on
real legislation in the Capitol in Albany. It has served almost 1000 students
since 1997, One of its alumni, Jose Peralta (Queens College), won his own

seat in the New York State Senate in 2010, following years of service in the

“Hispanics make up the largest ethnic popu

they remain the only underrepresented population g
federal and state labor force. This program to provide Hi
students who have an interest in public polil

participate in a six-week summer internship. The interns will worky
in the offices of the Puerto Rican/Hispanic Ti Force Members, and
learn first-hand how our government work‘

-- Assemblyman Felix Ortiz, Ggiaader, “Somos CUNY"

Legislators and assist them
in solving pressing matters
that atfect communities in

New York

The students who
participate in the Program
help  resolve  constituent

kinds,

housing

problems of all
including
healthcare  needs,

Issues
immigration concerns,
education matters, public
safety  disputes, and 2
host of others. They are
learming about how to use
the tools of government
for example, City and
State agencies—to address
public needs. They prevent
¢lderly couples from being
evicted, help young people
receIve ilt'.l'lhn.lh'. organize
volunteer eftorts aimed at
: averting gun violence, etc
opportunity to.

The Puerto Rican/ Hispanic
lask Force has sponsored
the Somos CUNY Program
as part ot their continuing
commitment to enhancing

leadership skills among New York's college students. The annual conference

n Albany was previously called "Somos El Futuro” While the conference
name has been shortened, the goal training public servants and future
leaders in New York is being carried on by the Task Force and its CUNY
tners. This is a real public service program; students begin as legislators

1y, but they end by serving their communities for an entire summer

evond,
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Somos CUNY, somos el futuro

En este articulo dmico, Anthony Mamscalco, director del Programa de Internado
\suntos Publicos CUNY-Edward T, Ro

a imiciativa de CUNY =Somos CUNY destinada a apoyar ¢ inspirar a los

en Gobierno v vsky, habla de esta

LTS

estudiantes latines quienes desean estudiar politica, leyes & gobierno.

El Programa de Internado CUNY ETR provee a los estudiantes todos los
|"\\‘i\"\' Lit' l\i‘l‘[[l”ﬂli.lki }‘-Il"l .!}‘Il.'!'ld\.‘l l‘rt'ln“.!lh,il\‘\t‘ en 1.[\ i\r.i\ inas dt‘i
gobierno y organizaciones privadas, con énfasis en politica legislativa y servicio
comunitario. En particular, tratamos de servir a los estudiantes de CUNY que
no han sido bien ru}'waunladu- enel I\"nl‘:vrrm y los asuntos puhhun, con el fin
\lL' \{llt’ -'lp'll.'l'ld"l[‘ a4 .Il‘ll\ ar sus II."\I‘I.'LTI\ a8 \_\\”I'lll'll\i.'ldt'\ ‘Il‘ me ‘\:I .ldlll' cn t‘.. \-‘l
(Brooklyn College) y mi mama es de Puerto Rico, asi que estoy contento de
expandir mis oportunidades de aprendizaje y de mostrarle a los estudiantes ¢l
proceso del trabajo publico. He sido el director del programa por 10 anos, luego
de haber sido por otros 10 anos instructor en Ciencias Politicas. Uno de mis
estudiantes en Derecho Constitucional, Ernesto Malavé Ir. llegé al programa
hace muchos anos proveniente de John Jay College. Luego siguié asistiéndome
en la entrega de estas experiencias de aprendizaje a los estudiantes latinos y a las

comunidades hispanas

El nuevo programa de internado de verano Somos CUNY crecid como fruto
del Modelo de Proyecto de la Sesion del Senado de Nueva York, un programa
de aprendizaje legislativo creado por la Universidad de la Ciudad hace 15 anos.
Este modelo del Senado ¢ apacita a 60 estudiantes cada ano, |‘rv}1.1r.1|1\!n|..\\ para
debatir y votar en las sesiones legislativas de Albany. Le ha ayudado a casi 1000
estudiantes desde 1997. Uno de los alumnos, Jos¢ Peralta (Queens College)
obtuvo su silla en ¢l Senado de Nueva York en el 2010, luego de servir en la
Asamblea de Nueva York. Su colega, ¢l Senador Gustavo Rivera, fue por varios

anos Miembro del Modelo del Proyecto del Senado, mientras que estudiaba en

CUNY. También tue elegido al Senado de Nueva York en el 2010

El Programa de Internado de Verano Somos CUNY tue creado por el asambleista
Felix Ortiz y CUNY, inspirado en 15 anos de aprendizaje de los estudiantes del
[‘rn_\'u to 1!\' .\11‘\11.‘[1‘ \El‘l \l.‘lhl\!t‘ L{l’ CUNY [l .\'I'\N.{\‘E\' del \\'!1.1;1\‘ ha \l\il‘ cada
aio parte de la Conferencia SOMOS en Albany, y su objetivo ha sido promover
el liderazgo en Nueva York. Siguiendo el programa intensivo de entrenamiento
en el Modelo del Senado, los estudiantes llevan su conocimiento a oficinas
distritales de la legislacion estatal para asistir en asuntos delicados que atectan a

las comumdades de Nueva York

Los L'\TlI\EI.IIHL'\ Jue F‘.![[l;l[l.lﬂ en el }‘Il\‘\:.r.'lll'l"l JdY lI\[.l!'I 4 |.1\ i?l.‘!'\l\l!.l‘- b [L'\-UI\\‘I

sus problemas, incluyendo vivienda, necesidades de salud, inmigracion, asuntos

educativos, disputas de salud publica y otros tropiezos. Aprenden a usar las
herramientas del gobierno, por ejemplo, las agencias de la ciudad y del estado,
}‘.Il.] .IIL'“Lit'I asuntos }‘lll‘ll‘, (4 L% I'[l'\"l\'nl.'ll \llll' ANCANOS s¢an L'\F"III'\.ILIII\ \{l' SUs
viviendas, que los jovenes reciban atencion médica, y organizan voluntarios

para evitar la violencia con armas de fuego, etc

La Fuerza de Trabajo Puertorriquena/Hispana ha .15\1\\'\1du el Programa Somos
CUNY como parte del compromiso continuo para expandir las destrezas de
|1\|ur.lzg-\ entre los estudiantes universitarios. La conferencia anual en Albany
antes se llamaba “Somos El Futuro” Mientras que el nombre de la conferencia

se acortd, el objetivo de capacitar serv idores del L:nhlunn y lideres en Nueva

York tiene el concurso de los socios de CUNY y la Fuerza de Trabajo. Este es
un programa real de servicio, los estudiantes son legisladores por un dia, pero

terminan sirviendo a sus comunidades durante todo el verano y mas alla.

LEHMAN COLLEGE
PREPARING TOMORROW'S LEADERS

nization of Amarican States

Katherine Mateo, BA, '11
| scholarship to Stan

Celebrating the 80th anniversary of its historic campus, lehman College is one of the leading educational and cultiral institutions in New York

City and the surrounding region. An Hispanic-Serving Insutution, Lehman offers more than 100 graduate and undergraduate programs in areas like
nursing, business. education, journalism, and the sciences. Ranked by US News and World Report as a Tier 1 and Top 50 Public School for regional
universities in the northeast, Lehman prepares the next generation of leaders through innovative scholarship in state-of-the-art facilities. These include
a 316 million Multimedia Center, opened in 2010, that is the most advanced academic facility of its kind in the region, and a $70 million *green”
science building that will open next year

To learn more about hi wcw leliman.edu

t Lehiman can help to shape your future, visit
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